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Theoretical Connotations and Generative Logic of Signature Concepts in
Pedagogy : An Examination Based on Academic Schools and Discursive Practices

ZHOU Xing-guo'* ,GE Yan’

(1. School of Educational Science, Anqing Normal University, Anqing, Anhui, 246133, China;
2. School of Educational Science, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu, Anhui, 241002, China)

Abstract; The refinement of signature concepts in Chinese pedagogy is not only a core issue in constructing a philosophical and social science dis-
course system with Chinese characteristics, but also an important symbol of Chinese pedagogy’ s movement toward theoretical self-awareness and cultural
confidence. An examination of ancient and modern, Chinese and foreign educational thought schools and discursive practices reveals that signature concepts
represent the fundamental form and functional characteristic of the condensed expression of school propositions. Their meaning generation is deeply con-
strained by specific discursive rule systems, possessing three attributes; symbolic carrier, discursive productivity, and declarative authority. The refinement
of signature concepts in Chinese pedagogy requires distinguishing between signature concepts of pedagogy and basic concepts of the discipline, as well as
between signature concepts of pedagogy and signature concepts of education, avoiding conflation among them. From the perspective of theoretical stages, the
refinement of signature concepts in Chinese pedagogy involves a developmental process from concept articulation to “signature” interpretation and then to
‘

¢ »” .
signature concept” formation.

Key words: chinese pedagogy; signature concepts; discursive practices; school tenets; generative logic
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