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The evolutionary logic and optimization path of higher education
collaborative governance policy in the Yangtze River Delta

— Analysis based on historical institutionalism

WANG Yang, LIU Xingyu

(College of Educational Science, Anging Normal University, Anqing 246133, China)

Abstract; The coordinated governance of higher education in the Yangtze River Delta region is an
inherent requirement for the higher education sector in the province to achieve higher quality
integration. Viewed from the perspective of historical institutionalism, the evolution of the policy of
coordinated governance of higher education in the Yangtze River Delta region has the characteristic
of " critical junctures", which can be roughly divided into three stages of incubation and
germination, exploration and development, and acceleration and improvement. The stage-specific
forms of policy evolution mainly manifest as incremental policy continuity and breakthrough policy
transition. The former has the hue of path dependence and mainly realizes incremental policy
continuity through learning effects and adaptive expectations mechanisms. The latter’ s driving
mechanism elements mainly include the governance practices of diverse coordinated governance
actors, specifically the autonomous coordinated initiatives of local governments to promote policy
upgrading, the top-level intervention of the central government to release policy pulling effects, and
the deepening cooperation among local universities to accumulate policy transition momentum. The
basic trend of the evolution of the policy of coordinated governance of higher education in the
Yangtze River Delta region is mainly constrained by structural, environmental, and actor elements.
Therefore, it is necessary to clarify the responsibilities of diverse coordinated governance actors in
the region, enhance the degree of policy fit with economic and social development, deepen the
reform of monitoring and evaluation within the region, and so on, in order to further optimize the
policy of coordinated governance of higher education in the Yangtze River Delta region.

Key words: the Yangtze River Delta; higher education policy; collaborative governance; policy

changes; policy update; policy transition; historical institutionalism



