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The Characteristics of Times in Xi Zaochi’ s Historical Commentaries

Jin Renyi

Abstract Xi Zaochi was a renowned historian of the Eastern Jin Dynasty and his A commentary
on Jin Inheriting Han’ s Legitimacy has significant influence in ancient Chinese historiography attracting
enduring scholarly attention. However it does not represent the entirety of Xi Zaochi’ s achievements in
historical commentaries. The fragments of his writings reveal distinctive features in the themes and style of
his historical commentaries. Xi Zaochi’ s historical commentaries focused on contemporary issues such as
evaluations of personges and the rise and fall of regimes. He adhered to Confucianism as the guiding
principle and emphasized moral admonition carrying forward the fine tradition of historiography which
served to governance since the pre-Qin Period with temporal characteristics. His commentaries are based
on historical events which ensures a unity between subjectivity and objectivity enhancing the depth of his
commentaries. Xi Zaochi’ s historical commentaries integrate principles with facts and the form with
substance thereby enriching the connotation of Eastern Jin historiography and advancing its development
during that era.

Xi Zaochi

characteristics of times
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