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The Restoration of “Great Unity” in the Writing of Late Qing Jiangnan Local Gazetteers :
Centered on Writing of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom

Zhou Yi & Liu Yixin

Abstract After the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom Movement the late Qing regime urgently sought to
restore the ruling order in Jiangnan which had been severely disrupted by the war and reestablish the
pattern of “Great Unity”. So a series of measures were adopted among which the compilation of local
gazetteers constituted an important endeavor. Local gazetteers compiled across Jiangnan in the late Qing
period deliberately highlighted the Qing court’ s recovery of lost territory as a major achievement in
rebuilding “Great Unity”. At the same time these gazetteers inherited a number of territorial narrative
models from the DAQING YITONGZHI thereby manifesting an effort to reconstruct territorial “Great
Unity”. Through accounts of the Qing court and Jiangnan soldiers and civilians suppressing the Taiping
Heavenly Kingdom Movement the Qing government’ s reduction of tax burdens in Jiangnan to win back
popular support and the commendation of those who died resisting the Taiping forces for their “loyalty
righteousness  chastity and martyrdom ” these gazetteers underscored both the legitimacy of the Qing
government” s reassertion of control over Jiangnan and the moral foundation of popular support. The
writing of local gazetteers in late Qing Jiangnan thus embodied a theoretical self-consciousness of
restoration of “Great Unity”.

Key words late Qing Jiangnan local gazetteers restoration of the “Great Unity”  Taiping

Heavenly Kingdom gazetteer writing
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