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[RERIE:XIB%E]

On the impact of digital trade on high-quality economic growth

LI Yuhong, PANG Qingin, MIN Xiaojun
(School of Economics and Management, Anqing Normal University, Anqing 246133, China)

Abstract: Based on the panel data of digital trade and economic growth from 30 provinces, this study
employs a two-way fixed effects model and regional heterogeneity tests to deeply explore the impact of digital
trade on high-quality economic growth. The findings reveal that the level of digital trade has a significant
positive effect on high-quality economic growth, with internet penetration playing a crucial moderating role
in this process. It not only provides the infrastructure and market space for digital trade but also promotes
innovation and development in digital trade, thereby fostering high-quality economic growth. The heterogeneity
analysis indicates that as internet penetration increases, the marginal effect of digital trade on high-quality
economic growth weakens from the western region to the central till the eastern due to the differences in
economic growth levels among these areas. Further research shows that when the indicator for high-quality
economic growth reaches a certain level, the impact of digital trade on high-quality economic growth diminishes.

Key words: digital trade; internet penetration rate; high-quality economic growth; threshold effect
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