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Body, Space, and Subjectivity: Students’ Challenges and Breakthroughs in
Educational Space

FANG Fang, SUN Caiping

Abstract: Students’ physical space encounters impact their bodily practice and play a significant role in
shaping and enhancing their subjectivity. An analysis of educational space reveals that students’ bodies are
subjected to a shaping process of “movement restriction, identity reversal, and subjectivity exile”. Through its
influence on the body, space gradually erodes students’ subjectivity. This phenomenon stems from the implicit
regulation by educational power, which creates a “compliant body”. Additionally, the concept of “restraining the
body to elevate the mind” results in a fragmented self, and the absence of “ethical care” for the body contributes
to its objectification. To facilitate the reconstruction of students’ subjectivity from a physical dimension, it is
necessary to construct a harmonious space that fosters the overall development of body and mind, and affirm
students’ subject status; create an open space for subject interaction to awaken internal subject consciousness;
design a physical practice space for embodied experience to stimulate active behavior of the subject.

Keywords: educational space; student physical challenges; subjectivity
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