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On the Isomorphism between Confucian Moral
Centralism and Marx’s Political Economy Discourse

ZHANG Lin
(School of Marxism, Anging Normal University , Anqing Anhui 246011, China)

[Abstract] There is varying degrees of isomorphism between Confucian moral centrism and Marx’s
political economy discourse. Firstly, the Confucian distinction between righteousness and benefit, as
well as the distinction between gentlemen and petty people, is isomorphic to the early Marxist distinc-
tion between the state and civil society. They express their affirmation of human beings as class exist-
ences in different discourse systems. Secondly, in his discourse of scientific materialist conception of his-
tory, Marx broke away from abstract terms such as class essence and started from the needs of real peo-
ple, explaining the origin and essence of the state through the contradiction between common interests
and special interests. Similarly, during the Ming and Qing Dynasties, Confucianism also broke through
the strict division of natural and human desires in Neo Confucianism, recognizing human private desires
and self —interest, and instead discussing the relationship between public desires and private desires, as
well as between public interests and private interests. Finally, Marx discussed in Capital that with the
continuous accumulation of capital, the trend of the beginning of public ownership was nurtured in the
embryo of private ownership. With the development of traditional Chinese social production, Wang
Fuzhi put forward the historical development concept of using natural holidays for personal purposes to
fulfill the duties of the Grand Duke, indicating that Confucianism during the Ming and Qing dynasties
recognized to a certain extent the laws of dialectical development of human society.
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