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Kant’s Theory of Schema and the Spatial Characteristics of Chinese Characters
Li Chengjin

Abstract Schema is the core concept in Kant’s Theory of schematism, an important part of Kant’s epistemology that forms the
core of his “theory of schematism”. It has been argued that Kant’s Schema can be divided into two levels: the schema of pure
concepts of the understanding and the schema of perceptual concepts; Chinese characters, in this context, should be seen as “living
schema”. However, a close reading of Kant’s original texts, reveals that we can discern the various types of schemata that Kant
differentiated, and they encompass three distinct types, including the schema of categories, the schema of perceptual concepts
(as concepts about graphics in space), and the schema of empirical concepts. These schemas have complex relationship with
image that is intricate and multifaceted, the role of the category of quantity in pure intuition is essential to understanding the
complex relationships. Chinese characters possess spatial characteristics. When comparing them with the schemata of empirical
concepts in Kant’s Schema Theory, we can find that they exhibit a high degree of isomorphism, yet they are not identical. More
precisely, Chinese characters can be considered as representations of the schema of empirical concepts. From the perspective
of the internal relationship between Chinese characters and schema, Chinese characters hold a unique significance for cognitive
activities that phonetic script do not have. This unique spatial characteristic of Chinese characters provides them with an
advantage over phonetic scripts in certain cognitive processes.
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ERE L, WFSHECFN—DURXGE, “WFFRESFXMRR %0, EfZEE
—FEEN R, RHEA N OB - ) - &, MHECFHERIEA N B - (F - 07 (R
1995+ 52) WHFFILHT XM EHERR, ABURNTFHERMKR . DUF AR TIGE, X2 mR %R
KR EAER . BRI R e (ERE ) 5T, WU b E AR R SC R Ah
FIRMARALN, 5 DU SEEEr B BARMIESEMEMRE” U2 AL
B CER A 202322 5) . 58 (F0) RS20 BREE MR A S, MNPy mas
) 2 A H 2R o AR SO BB A RO 2T R R DU Y 5% R A TR e PR

—. B YERLRT [ =Ru

GERGE” (EFx BRIET ) REEEAMIRE EENS, BROBS R (EX) Y A ARE
PO, B A (2023b : 3) 45 “FRAEFOE M R EA AN FERZ R st S B, W
WIHE K, RAEIES . HL. MEAZRNMPERB U FEESR, XHAE IR e
SERX, RAZIEEBEELEA, XaTFch BPERIED 7 X 25y, HEdE TR RAE
R IR AGAR . H s R S A L (REmER ) T, Al B ez R A
BB ELT REASEIH LAY, R P, RO A S R A A DGR IR, JE ALY
R bR ERIE 24>, T 34

FERRAE R AR 2, A SR R AT 4y, YA (Schema ) — st 4R S50 iy A AR M ( eine
transzendentale Zeitbestimmung ) ", 55 2, WEiE VBN AT 0 B0 ME— S50 0 B R B 19
] (5% 5 2000 : 225) . JuWGELHG R AENE . FTAYIEmE . OCRMumE . FERVE MR, 33X L W A5 A R N
ROFE AL, Horb, ARG AR AL

SR S, RRA AR SR A . BT e ey, Al T 3 00 0 %
B[R] 04 S 30 R Pk o B [RDRN 23 RSS2 Btk DM P B =, B 38 A NAbZ 0 28 A R A B B
X, HRTREINBHAYIERFM . BHREE SRV R (FRATAY.C RARE ) M a0, Mo
A AREAN BRI E, SR b 8 0 R — R, DRI ] S )42 b — U0 4 18 B Y 5
FAAE (A34=B50, RS77).” @ DRI, BEEEE WA 18] 1 JE 23 [l A e s U v (SERmyEm ) 1 i
W5 B A

5 RIS RIER” (AR RS R ) AR, S RS (ARSI A E i EDE Y
M) LA AN RIS AIEAL o RRETE (2022 . 237—238) XFULARGT BEE -

XTHOBAEERABEXIAF—FAN, HBECROBE ARG —FH S B HHe Bk,

1 S ol oy PR 2 B @) B ARG EAE — 9 R R B, U RLARAERTALAKBEIAE &

@ A iR E SR Schema, FRAE RN UL, CDORMERIEL . B, WA, TERRMETE, BEE A By
( 55 K3 2000 : 223, J7ED ). Schema Y A i 8 1) I oyfjpe, “BCOAIE A SR (HEAE 2022 ¢ 233, MHEQ), “HEZIESLM
ML, 5 R X e — MR BRI A2y, SR SR RR . IR EIESE. BT 30k Schéma, BOHEEAKA”, fEHEEMNH
FIE T MW, OB R ) e R FFE : Haltung (235 ) | Stellung (534 ) | Gestalt (JEZS, EDFTIH L ) . Figur (&
JE ). Form(JE0) 7 (CERIE 1994 ¢ 149), m[ U, “EIAY” “RE57 M2 S5 T il g 2 iRk AL & 32 4k, {1 Schema
RIS EEH . MR AN, Wik, ¥ Schema JFfE “TUREL” TR,

@ FREAE COREERMERLA ), FE51 A FF R (2000 : 77), #%: 5ICHEERM AR CAEERLA ) 5B 1R, BISIE S
2, RS3H R. Schmidt 4iiTA%, AR 1976 45, FHEEZ )5 AHCT W45 A P g 5iiS ™ (5% R 2000 : 3, HIED ).
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RS AH” (57 B 2000 - 74 ), EMR. JEAR . 25 EEEAHC, “BPEME SR REAA M2 T 25 ],
WL LRSS TG, IR0 SRR TR 1 24 .

U, MBI M aBEE" SR 2 50 BE ST B R HLN, A8 % — b 3 imi = O
A, B R AR AN E T EAR L R IR SRS . SFRBE (2000 - 226) . [R5
MR BRI AR R ARG i e A AR, Ol 4 IR — R MRS I Rl i . R . AR —
LA — BRI L DT B B R TR {EL R AR T A AR A R R A R — AR, R R
(ARG 1 RERS — L b A 1 L DU 2 sh ) AR BB, AR AR ISR A — et A i S 1 T
AR, WVE ARG ) W= ) A JE B R 02— A TR, TSR A B o SRR <
A" GERAL ) — IR NI (a1 MR ) BPRR CC— bR R " ) fad R,
L A] DA R 3 — e R 2 SR 0 — e b A i R R AR (R . BRAER A AER (ER)
W4, RERSLBESHRT S, RAKRZN “SRMSHTR” ©, BEL UL MM BRI A
AR IR RE T 0 —Fh =, #E— 2D XA T A A AR S R SC R MR, T HLA
WRE R BRI LR 0T, R A R (GEARL ) B M e ER
(ERREMG ) A pd B g th T R

O R, RRTEEULH] RS R EMR ROV RET MR, BEA U A
2, RS E SR A T e R R BIRAS B A S A DG M RE S I R A — 2 o X HLRRAR F
M BT, BN CBMEREE R, MRS B R R . EEGR” 2R
R, R, B MR BT mEG, MR EWNK ST MRmEL . FER
UGS L2 B RS RN R, RSNG4, XEeERA A TR R ()

@ FFRBE (2000 : 226) FEMZ “=MIPARER B, WIS “SAIEMEED R RIS T A R A TR Y
SRA R

@ TR EITRL A AN S GRS B AR (i L R ) A NTER o, ARl
PSR AR LHE RN, HURHEBREZE S R 1

@ FFRBE (2000 :227) 45, “FEA AR LIS B ARG 72 A i R LU ERE S i B ML, R ek
BESREAL” 2 KRGO ATRE” BUAE. N IEIRIRT ATREMIPTE A, MRS LA OO ARG " AR I8, T
AE FURIE RS — T
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@ X 3FGERBERR N (SRR ) TSR T AL BRI AR A (A MRS ) MUY I R A
(HAMES ) AFE AL (5% KB 2000 « 227),

@ XX 3P, EERETFNEEE SR E AR SCR TR, TR R SR (ORI ) e 57 R
(2000) HAGPRL . X PR PO RE A | SRR (R CADRRBREHCR ), sEARA AR ), AMER. PUA (XIBEAE 2018)
S Ry ARG R CADRERREREA ) iRk,

@  FRFEHE ML, EROLE AU 2, i, LR — TR, B S A T LA O Ml R S T Y 45 v
(B40, RS69).” (5| 4 5% REE 2000 : 54),
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298 ). BB S IEM EORIEANE, TR ARG R, AR R AT,

©® FFEBE (2000 : 247 ) Ui “MEFGAER, STF/E RSB LRI ATIE CRRE , rTDUXRERRAR . BRI I TRk
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Gk, KHUREL, SR B — DR E Y a0 ] REME SR A, T AU BOR B A TS A A R (5 R
2000:230 ) it AT WELE ) 28 B VR, T, R HRET L SRR AR B
fEfy, R, EATA BA A 0 v . e T LAYE 4 B —— B —— i v ok, i TR
Bomis i (R B0 sRZEECS B R A S REE G HIr .7 (55 R 2000 : 66) B4, &
14 Y0 W AE I TB) 26 EDU R R i SR, R G AR IR ey s S, A R A I ) S
Y, T, FEEAE AR IE R (/E N quantorum B ) BYEISEET L. V200 S 2 BEGE RE S 1Y
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i MER— AR R (FE2h quantitatis (95 ) A2 B 2407 XEL, “fE Sy — AN A&
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M SEE . B b e o, NERTHEREE (), WM mEZEMME. A
R AR AR 4o 1l T80 H R B RSO & AT AL & A ©, B S8 15 R RN TE
o FRE B S SR H AL TR — R, fE CSaMASS S e R Z T WERTE, i
FrE BOBEERIE S (B ), BUORBESA gty st ok, EIbE X, R H 2R ERT
] 26 W H A As 3 (5% BB 2000 ¢ 65) . R Eeds thiie, B ErEg (BE) ANEEER, HATL
“PL—E M © iR, %k F R R S o —E IR (57 R 2000 - 226), BHAREIG (4
WX RMERS ), MRHBWBENIER, NARE, WHtE (e E2EE W r ) Bmte
RO MBI, fERCRE (RO ) SRR PR, TR, MR S E A
P HRE X, MHHERREE UG WM T, BamEsRs 0, — S8 (FFRE

© S A AR E TR i, I AR I R A 2R, A R A LR, S RORIRIAE T, Ot i ] A 45
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@ MEESERENAELSRE, EIUEARATA0N, X—Ar MR OEBE 50 5 i mXRGd, “dond
BEZ T Oy AR — A R R — 282N S Z M B 2% 2 I EE A T Ge— 1, B TR A B804 45 25 ok st ) A B A il i ok,
( FEfE 2022 ; 239)

@  HEfE (2022 :238), “HfA]” HAMEME, fERNERMAER, ERATMMSM; FENEGR, &3
R IE ORI X G, “asim” IRk,

® HE NRELR, e AnE B R R SRS RS AT A AR (55 B 2000 : 58—59),

® “—EMME ETERLSBMSAIUTES . EAETE R AER " AR BER A ARG, H (50 1ERE

AL OET SRR, REIMOR BRI AT RS (HE W R RGREG, KRR CWARRBR 5 CRRRERT R
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