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Hungry "Dangerous Land": Late Ming Huizhou Society
in the Predicament of Grain Embargo

GE Junchao

(School of Humanities, Anqing Normal University, Anqing 246011 )

Abstract: Located in the mountainous terrain of southern Anhui, Huizhou Prefecture (M )ff ) in Nan-
zhili (74 B3 ) historically faced inherent disadvantages in agricultural production, making grain self-suffi-
ciency consistently difficult. By the mid-Ming Dynasty, propelled by the rapid development of a commodity
economy, the prefecture established a stable economic pattern of "merchantry replacing farming" ( L 5 1Y,
#E ) which alleviated grain supply-demand pressures under the traditional small-scale peasant economy.
From the mid-Chongzhen (54 ) reign onward, constrained by frequent natural disasters and political insta-
bility, the normal functioning of this "merchantry replacing farming" model became unsustainable. To ad-
dress grain shortages, counties within the prefecture repeatedly organized rice merchants to purchase grain
from Zhejiang and Jiangxi. However, these efforts were consistently hindered by strict regulatory policies im-
posed by neighboring prefectures and the resulting civil unrest and looting. Consequently, stable grain trade
channels could not be re-established.The escalating grain crisis triggered a series of chain reactions across po-
litical and social spheres, intensifying tensions within the prefecture. Incidents such as the rice disputes be-
tween Shexian(${H ) and Xiuning ({&K7*) counties and grain seizures by starving peasants demonstrated the
progressive collapse of local order under the strain of the grain crisis. The prefecture's predicament of grain
embargo (i 3% ) provides a microcosmic perspective for in-depth analysis of state governance patterns in late
traditional China.

Key words: The Late Ming Dynasty; grain embargo; grain; Huizhou society
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